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Comparison of EPA and OSHA Laboratory Requirements



CSHEMA Methylene Chloride Benchmarking Survey

● 98 institutions participated. 
● Goals:

○ Analyze the impact of the rule on colleges and universities.
○ Benchmark exposure results, staffing, costs, and 

procedures across institutions.
○ Identify challenges and best practices.
○ Inform regulatory comments.



Estimated Cost of Exposure Monitoring By Number of Groups Using 
Methylene Chloride, as of June 13, 2025
Excludes staff hours.

* Institution performed real-time monitoring using an existing FTIR. 

*

Total Reported Costs (n=81): $434,722 

Range from $0 - $70,000 per institution

Average Costs:
● Small: $3,115
● Medium: $5,733
● Large: $4,432



Estimated Staff Hours By Number of Groups Using Methylene Chloride, 
as of June 13, 2025
Excludes researcher & laboratory staff time commitments.
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Estimated Hours Ranged: 
0 hours to >500 hours



Member Impact Survey - Exposure Monitoring

● Qualitative responses on exposure monitoring results.
● Over 40% of institutions reported no exceedance above the AL or 

STEL (35/82). 
● No institutions reported exceedances when all work was performed 

inside a properly functioning fume hood or closed system.
● Low-volume and brief transfers outside hoods typically did not 

exceed limits, but did result in higher readings compared to in-hood 
work.

● Most exceedances occurred when handling methylene chloride 
outside a fume hood or other containment.

● Many exceedances were corrected by relocating operations into 
fume hoods, repairing equipment, or improving control measures.



Member Impact Survey - Exposure Monitoring






